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FHSU RECEIVES GIFT FOR
.STERNBERG MUSEUM FROM
RONALD MCDONALD
CHILDREN'S CHARITIES
2/22/94 local

bl

Fort Hays State University has received gifts in many forms such as cash, checks and
property. On Tuesday, the university was the recipient of a gift that came in a crate, a crate
that only university officials with crowbars could open.
Inside the crate were several large replicas of eggs. Inside one of the eggs was a miniature
dinosaur that held in its mouth a check for $60,000. The check was earmarked for the
university's Sternberg Museum project.
The check was issued by the Ronald McDonald Children's Charities of Oak Brook, Ill.,
to whom the university had applied for a grant.
FHSU President Edward H. Hammond said the grant will be used for funding exhibit
materials used by children in the Children's Discovery Room in the new Sternberg
Museum.
Representing RMCC were the owners and operators of the local McDonald's restaurants,
Rick and Gail Kuehl. In fact, it was Rick's idea to present the check in the crate.
President Hammond said, "What a wonderful gift from the Ronald McDonald Children's
Charities and our friends Rick and Gail Kuehl, two of this university's finest supporters.
'The Discovery Room will be a part of a total learning environment in our new museum
and it will include outstanding exhibits. some of which will have mobile and vocal robotic
animals, a large auditorium for educational presentations, and classrooms equipped with
state-of-the-art media equipment for use by educators who bring classes to the museum.
The Discovery Room will be a permanent educational facility that will be improved
continually to serve the changing needs of science education for children."
Dr. Jerry Choate, director of the FHSU museums. said, "A discovery room is a special
place where children can handle specimens and pursue their own interests at their own
pace. The exhibits will serve to encourage learning by touching, smelling, hearing,
guessing, comparing, contrasting and experimenting. The area also will be staffed with
professional educators who will serve to stimulate curiosity, provide directions and answer
questions for individual children or organized groups."

Rick Kuehl said that the $60,000 grant was the largest ever made in this area and was
one of only five awarded to entities within the Kansas City region. He also said the grant
was one of 56 awarded nationally and internationally. Those grants totaled more than
$1.3 million.
"The founder of McDonalds, Ray Kroc, taught us the importance of giving back to the
communities that had made us successful," Kuehl said. "Mr. Kroc backed up his words with
deeds in 1977 with the chartering of the Ronald McDonald Children's Fund. When Ray
passed away in 1984, the name was changed to the current RMCC, but its mission remains
the same: "'To Lift Kids to a Better Tomorrow."'
President Hammond displayed a scale model of the proposed Sternberg Museum, a scale
model of a dinosaur, floor plans and artist renderings of the completed facility. He said
fundraising to complete the project will continue and that the university still hopes to open
the facility to the public in late 1995.

